SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER 
2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............445 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin 
is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an email to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


DECEMBER IS YOTA MONTH 

THE DECEMBER RADIO ZS 

and 

SARL SIGNS MOU WITH THE RADIO SOCIETY OF KENYA 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
DECEMBER IS YOTA MONTH 


The month of December has been designated as YOTA month. The annual 
initiative sponsored by Youngsters on The Air (YOTA) initially focused on 
International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Region 1 (Europe, the Mideast, 
and Africa), with young radio amateurs taking to the air with YOTA-suffix 
call signs. YOTA is now active in Regions 2 and 3 as well. The primary idea 
is to demonstrate amateur radio to youth to encourage them to get licensed 
and for younger radio amateurs to get active. All radio amateurs can support 
this effort by contacting participating stations. An awards program is available, 
visit http://events.ham-yota.com/awards. Listen out for ZS9YOTA and other 
YOTA stations. 


YOTA FROM NAMIBIA 


Yesterday 5 December, YOTA started in Namibia with an introduction to a 
group of youngsters in Swakopmund. A station was set up and the youngsters 
had a chance of talking via amateur radio using the V55JAM call sign. On 
Wednesday 9 December, V55JAM will be in Walvis Bay to introduce YOTA to 
youngsters in the harbour town. These two groups of youngsters will be active 
during December and the organisers will send out a notification of the activity. 


MOTION AND NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2021 SARL NATIONAL CON- 
VENTION 


Members are invited to submit motions for discussion at the 2021 AGM, to 
nominate their fellow radio amateurs for SARL Awards and Trophies, and to 
nominate at least five radio amateurs to serve on Council for the next two years. 
The relevant documents are available on the League website - please follow the 
link from the front page. 


We also invite members to submit proposals for Papers for the 2021 SARL 
Symposium on 16th April 2021. Send your proposals to secretaryQsarl.org.za. 
The closing date for all motions and nominations is Sunday 31st January 2021 


THE DECEMBER RADIO ZS 


The December 2020 issue of Radio ZS is available for download. Christie, 
ZS4CGR tells us about his experiments with lightning and induction while 
Sean, KX9X asks how you get along with your non-amateur neighbours. James, 
ZS1XN tells about his 2 metre Yagi called a thirty-eight special and Beat, 
ZS1HB tells how he overcame interference from a solar installation. There are 
a number of articles about magnetic loop antennas, foot switches and a VHF 
antenna in a lunchbox. And more! 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
SARL SIGNS MOU WITH THE RADIO SOCIETY OF KENYA 


Noel, ZR6DX informed SARL News that an MOU has been signed with the 
Radio Society of Kenya to make use of the technical part of the South African 
radio amateur examination. RSK will look after the Regulations part of the 
exam. 


At this moment, MOUs are in place for Namibia, Botswana and Kenya, with 
work in progress for eSwatini and Malawi. Thank you to Noel for setting up 
these MOUs. 


CONTEST NEWS 


On Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 December, you can participate in the ARRL 
10 m Contest with CW and phone activity. All stations send a signal report. 
W/VE/XE stations (including Alaska and Hawaii) send their state or province. 
DX stations send a serial number. Maritime mobile stations send ITU Region 
(1-3). Visit http://www.arrl.org/10-meter for the rules. 


The SARL Newbie QSO Party is on the air from 08:00 to 20:00 UTC on Saturday 
19 December with phone activity on 80, 40 and 20 metres. The exchange and 
the score are determined by how long you have been a radio amateur. This is 
an opportunity for the new radio amateurs from 5 December to participate in 
their first contest. Turn to page 40 of the 2020 Blue Book for the rules. 


THE ALL AFRICA DX CONTEST 


Sponsors for the YL and Youth Sprints, the Top Band QSO Party and the 
QRP contests have come forward. There is also a sponsor for the All Africa 
DX Contest, but a suitable date for this contest needs to be determined. When 
do you think the All Africa contest should be held? Send your suggestion to 
contest @sarl.org.za. 


THE 2021 DIARY OF EVENTS 


Clubs are invited to submit the dates of their Club meetings and other activities 
for the 2021 Diary of Events. Thanks to the West Rand ARC for the dates of 
their Flea Markets. The information can be sent to secretaryQsarl.org.za 


JOIN THE SARL AT THE HALF YEAR RATE 


Join the SARL today and pay the half year rate. The Council has decided to 
institute the half year rate from Monday 30 November 2020. Ordinary mem- 
bers pay R250, senior members pay R150, spouse members pay R90 and stu- 
dent members pay R60. Fill in the online membership application form on 
www.sarlorg.za/public/membership/join.asp and do an EFT into the SARL 
bank account using your call sign as the reference. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low 
to moderate levels. There are several sunspot regions visible. There is a small 
chance of M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, 
the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around eighteen. The 
15 to 30 m bands may, especially during the afternoons, provide some good DX 
fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

11 December - International Mountain Day 

12 and 13 December — the ARRL 10 m Contest 
13 and 14 — the Geminids meteor shower 

16 December — the Day of Reconciliation 

19 December — the SARL Newbie QSO Party 


21 December — the Summer Solstice at 12:02 CAT and the conjunction of Jupiter 
and Saturn 


21 and 22 December — the Ursids meteor shower 

25 December — Christmas Day 

26 December — Family Day 

31 December — the end of YOTA Month and the 2020 CQ DX Marathon 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The month of December has been designated as YOTA month. The overarch- 
ing idea is to demonstrate amateur radio to youth to encourage them to get 
licensed and for younger radio amateurs to get active. Listen out for ZS9YOTA, 
V55JAM and other YOTA stations. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The program can be heard on VHF and 
UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by Louis, ZS5LP. 
A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 
CAT on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; 
please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


